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(54) WINDOW CONTROL SYSTEM 

(57) Abstract 



PURPOSE: To always recognize the 
positions of icons without narrowing 
unreasonably a window display area despite 
a large number of icons by storing the icons 
in a specific area of a screen and inhibiting 
the display of these icons. 

CONSTITUTION: A screen includes one or 
more areas where the icons LC1-LC4 
serving as other display means of an 
opened window are stored with no display. 
These areas has the fixed value on the 
screen, for example, and the whole or a 
part of each area belongs to an area 
different from the window area so that the 
area is not completely hidden behind the 
window. Otherwise the areas are displayed 
with pop-up (wd5) as necessary. An icon 
control table is provided to store the 
information on the icons which are not 
displayed in accordance with an icon box. In 
such a constitution, the desired one of 
many icons can be easily displayed on the 
screen with omission of the screen handling 
troubles. 
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HEI 03-043824 v J 

( excerpt translation ) 

Japanese Pat. Appl. Laid-Open (kokai) No,: HEI 3-43824 
Laid-Open (kokai) Date: February 25, 1991 
5 Title of the Invention: WINDOW CONTROL SYSTEM 
Application No.: HEI 1-177910 
Filing Date: July 12, 1989 
Applicant: Hitachi Ltd. 
Inventor(s): K. MAE DA and S. TSUHARA 
10 Int. CI. 5 G06F 3/14 

From page 119, lower left column, line 4 to page 120, upper left 
column , line 8 ; 

15 2. Claims 

1. A window control system for a multi-window display 
system, wherein 

at least one area is provided on a screen, in which area 
an icon serving as another display form of an opened window is 
20 accommodated so as not to be displayed on the screen. 

2. A window control system for a multi-window display 
system in which a plurality of windows are shown on a screen 
in the form of opened windows or in the form of icons, comprising 

25 an area display means for displaying at least one area 

for making said icons undisplayed on the screen. 
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3. A window control system, wherein a window containing 
the icons that are accommodated by the window control system 
of claim 1 or 2 is shown on the screen. 

5 4. A multi-window display system in which a plurality 

of windows are shown on a screen in the form of opened windows 
or in the form of icons in accordance with a window managing 
table , comprising : 

an area display means for displaying at least one area 
10 for making said icons undisplayed on the screen; 

a judgment means for discriminating whether or not said 
icon is moved such that it overlays said area; 

a non -display means which retrieves the data of said icon 
from said window managing table and makes said icon undisplayed 
15 on the screen, if the discrimination by said judgment means is 
positive; 

an icon managing table for storing data of a window which 
is retrieved from said window managing table and made undisplayed, 
in association with said area; 
20 a window display means for displaying a corresponding 

window that includes an icon whose data is stored in said icon 
managing table in association with said area, if said area is 
selected; and 

an icon display means which retrieves , from said icon 
25 managing table, the data of an icon designated in the window 
displayed by said window display means , and stores the data in 
said window managing table and displays the last-named icon. 
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5 . A window control system of claim 1 , 2 , or 3 , or a window 
display system of claim 4 , wherein said area is given an arbitrary 
name. 

5 

From page 122, lower left column, lines 1 to 15: 

FIG. 3 shows screen images displayed before and after 
selecting an icon in an icon box window opened. FIG. 3(a) and 

10 FIG. 3(b) illustrate a screen image before and after the selection f 
respectively. In FIG. 3(a) , an icon box window wd5 is opened, 
which window is to be opened upon selection of an icon box ib2 , 
and in the icon box window wd5 , icons ial , ia2 , ia3 , and ia4 , 
accommodated therein are shown. If the icons ia2 and ia3 are 

15 selected, the icon box window wd5 is canceled and windows wd6 
and wd7, corresponding to the icons ia3 and ia2, respectively, 
are then opened. 
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